vi vi Journal of Student Affairs in Africa | Volume 2 (1) 2014, v-vi | DOI: 10.14426/jsaa.v2i1.45 Our institutions have the success of their students as a core value (for more on student success, see Kuh, 2011) . Some institutions will emphasise research and scholarly activity more than others, but it is very difficult to find a university that is not concerned about the success of its students. The days of ignoring undergraduate students and leaving their learning to chance are over. Rather, institutions around the world are identifying and implementing strategies to provide an environment where students can be successful. Of course, students need to take advantage of the support and assistance that are available, but in the end the focus on student success has never been greater.
Our institutions, across the world, are held to increasingly high standards of accountability (Blimling, 2013) . Governments, governing boards, families, students and others are interested in the extent to which our institutions are accomplishing their missions. In short, our various stakeholders want to know if institutions are using their resources wisely, and that the use of those resources is resulting in organisational success, be that the accomplishment of educational goals by our students, the discovery and advancement of knowledge through the use of our research assets, or the advancement of our larger societies by the work that is undertaken with communities outside of higher education. Accountability, transparency, and a commitment to continuous improvement are watchwords of contemporary higher education, and there is no reason to believe that this will change in the foreseeable future.
Interest in the contributions of student affairs educators to the education of our students also is a similarity. In most cases with which I am familiar, those who perform the typical functions found in student affairs have moved beyond conceptualising their roles as providing well-managed services for students. Well-managed services for students certainly are important, but the learning that results from students living in campus residences, performing volunteer service, participating in campus organisations and recreational experiences, and studying abroad is perceived as central to the out-of-class experience. Measuring this learning, adding potency to experiences, and creating new opportunities are all part of the portfolio of student affairs educators (Kuh, Kinzie, Schuh, & Whitt, 2010; also see Gansemer-Topf, 2013 ). Work will always need to be done in determining how to add value to student learning, but a firm foundation has been established.
All of this, then, brings us to the Journal of Student Affairs in Africa. In my view there is no better way of advancing a profession than through the development of literature that is carefully reviewed, timely, and disseminated widely among potential readers (also see Carpenter & Haber-Curran, 2013) . That is the aim of the Journal of Student Affairs in Africa, and my view is that it is well on its way towards making major contributions to advancing student affairs in Africa and around the world.
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